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Rev. ii. 2, 3 4, J. I know thy Works, and thy Labour, and 
thy Patience, and how thou canſt not bear them which are 
evil; and thou haft tried them which ſay they are Apoſtles, 
and are not, and haft found them Liers; and haſt born, and 
haſt Patience, and for my Name's Sake haft laboured, and 
haft not fainted ; Nevertherleſs, I have ſomewhat againſt 
thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love. Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do 
thy firſt Works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and remove thy Candleſtick oat of his Place, except thou 
repent. 
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PREFACE, 


© FkienDLY Rees, 


155 hat been for fone Years my Fab Fame; | 

That whenſoever any Per jon is Publickly engaged 
in ti rehgious Diſcharge of bis Duty; ix 2 70 
weaken bis Cauje, und brings the Reality of it into 
queſtion, to deſire ah —_ or te dy Apology | 
ern 4 4 


Igel, he'm Kb * n 4 ix 
ro it, which I think very reaſonuble * 
then if: bis Cauſe i good bis Reuſons for eng 
in it will be ffong; an ſuch at will prob 


open his Way to a fair Hearing + I ſball Our 
38 thee, 


That: the pA ation of the Orb of N 
morality. and Prophanmeſi, and that general De- 
pravity and Corruption, which is diſcovered by the 
Torrent of Pride and Wickedieſs, that hath overs 
Jpread thus profeſſing Nation (as well as all Europe) 
bas exceedingly uffetted my Mind, and filled me 
with inexpreſſible Sorrow and Afliction; fearing 

| theſe Things, if continued in, will provoke the 
righteous Judge of all the Earth to lay his Hand 
upon us, by 9 fome dreadful Plagues and 
Calamities upon it, in order to awaken them from 
that State of falſe Eaſe and Security that they are 
A 2 foo 


* \ 


too much fallen into; _ Voice of which Tudg- 
ner tead-to 


ro Repentance; that: 
the kind and gentle Calls of Mercy, extended in 


Titties of Her Of ny 1 . Trfnility f 
The untreue D et w h Sint, 
and his D er — nſt Sinners, and bis _ 
kind and gracious Calls to them. have bee 
bring them out of it, and i to Repentance 324 
Amendment g. Life, before be extcntes. hrs\ Veh- 
Teance upon them, either." ina. particular ar Na- 
(onal way * » Therefore 1; find. my Mind engaged 
i an n ecmc Manner, from an Apprehenfion 
of Daty, c. pudliſd this, Addteſs, to — 
with my 2 — and Siſters, Members off the 


ſame Society, and profeſſing the ſame Faith, to 


remind them gf the Dunger of being allured by 
the Glory of this preſent Werld,\ into. Forgetfubieſs 
of Gop, and a departing, from bim; \knowing, 
tbat , we partake with the Wicked in their 
Sins, we ſhall of their. Plagues alſo. 


May the SE ARCHER of all Hearts, 7 only 
ſhews to Men what their Thoughts are, dai 
theſe Things to make due Impreſjion upon . every one 
200 1s declined.or dechning i in their Love. to hint, 
and enable them to return; and may the"Sincere 
in Heart be hereby ſtirred up to love and ſerve 


him with more Zeal. and Diligence, thut his 


Blaſing may be continued to us, at a People; jo 
will the End of this Labour be anſwered ;. which 
is the fervent Prayer, and earneſt Breathings of 
320 on Bevjur i Wilrhire, Thy Friend, . 
Month 1758, "AT JoRHN FRY; 
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Departing from the Purity of the Chi 
tian Doctrine began very early, even in 
the Apoſtles Days, which gradually increaſed 
by the Chriſtians depending on their own Wiſ⸗ 
dom; and when in their Councils and Synods 
they began to eſtabliſh- ſuch Doctrines and 
Opinions, as the leading Men amongſt them had 
imbibed; by which Means the Spirit of Gon, 
which he that had an Ear to bear was to bear, Rev. ii. 7, 
ſpeaking in or unto the Churches, became neglett- 
ed, and was not looked upon as a Standard for 
Doctrine and Practice; which after a long Series 
of Time brought on a general Apoſtacy over 
Chriſtendom, and introduced a Set of Ceremonies 
and ſuperſtitious Obſervations, unheard of in 
the Days of the Apoſtles. | 


, . 8 it is too evident, that a Declenfian and 


But yet ſuch was the Deluſion of Satan, that 
theſe pretended Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
found Means to form themſelves. into various 


Orders of Prieſthood, whereby they got the 
T! A 3 Aſcendant 
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Aſcendant over the People, and. became their 
Dictators in Matters of Faith and Prit Principle, 


and theręhy obtained. Reverence and Eſteem 
from them, who became fo blind, that they 


ght it their Duty to ſup them. with the 
2 bers 1; * 2 
M 


of their an Good 
me grea 3 b. oe GO D' 


Heritage for 2 : whole greateſt 
Care was to keep thoſe their Votaries as much 
as poſſible in Ignorance, that the true Deſign of 
theſe pretended ſpiritual Guides, in enriching 
and aggrandizing themſelves, might not appear; 
by which Means, in a few Centuries, the afore- 
aid Apaſtacy overſpread the Church, which 
thereby became a falſe Church, having a corrupt 
and falſe Head, to whom, in that Ignorance 
and Folly that Men fell into, they even dax'd to 
aſcribe Holineſs, and equal him with God, as 


capable of forgiving Sins, and keeping the Keys 


5 - the GER of Heaven. 


I aced not enlarge on chis Subject, nor enter 
into the Cruelties, Bloodſhed, Perſecutions and 
— committed by this falſe. Church, 
under the Government of this corrupt Head 
for many Ages, upon ſuch as oppoſed and teſti- 
fied . ir Blaſphemies, [3-latries, Super- 
ſtitions and Errors; but proceed to obſerve, 


That after ſeveral Attempts, and through 
much Difficulty and Hardſhip, this Iſland of 
Great-Britain at laſt ſhook off in part that op- | 
e Yoke, and fo begun an happy Reforma-' | 


tion 


oF» f 


tion in Church Affairs, about the Middle of 
the ſixteenth Century : But as this Apoſtacy, 
and Darkneſs over the Minds of People pro- 
feſling Chriſtianity, aroſe and encreaſed in a 
gradual Manner, ſo it could not be expected 
that all could be reformed at once, nor that all 
Men, purſuing corrupt and ſelfiſn Ends, could 
be then excluded from the Church, and all 
Errors in Doctrine and Practice be then re- 
nounced: No; though theſe Neformers, in the 
Reign of King Eduard the ſixth, and Queen 
Elizabeth, were very ſincere and zealouſly con- 
cerned to promote a publick Alteration, and 
Reformation in the Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, 
yet all could not then be done; the more clear 
Opening of the Myſteries of Religion, and the 
Diſcovery of the Depths of Satan, and leading 
People from the Forms of Religion to the Power 
of it, was reſerved to another Age. | 


It is true, ſome Attempts for a farther Re- 
formation were made; many diſſented from the 
eſtabliſhed Church on account of its jet Forms 
of Prayer, as not enough ſpiritual; they alſo 
diſliked the Epiſcopal Power, and the Degrees of 
Dignity among the Clergy, and the general 
Manner of Worſhip, viz. with Organs, Bells, 
Surplices, Croſs in what they call Baptiſm, &c. 
as too much reſembling the Church of Rome : 
But, alas ! the ſeveral Sects, who thus diſſented 
and formed themſelves into diſtinct Societies, too 
ſoon reſted in a Form of Godlineſs, though dif- 
ferent from each other, and too ſhort of the 

oo A 4 real 
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real Power; fo that a farther Reformation was 
ſtill neceſſary, in order to purge out the Dregs 
and Remains of that PE which had been 
ſo great, 


It pleaſed Gop therefore, in his infinite 
Wiſdom, in tender Regard to theſe Nations, 
about the Year 1650, effectually to touch the 
Heart of Gzorce Fox, and many others, by 
his holy and divine Spirit, and thereby en- 
lightned their Minds, ſhewing them the Emp- 
— of ſuperficial Religion; the Danger of 
Prieficraft ; the Neceſſity of Regeneration; 
and, in fine, of being reconciled to Gop, and 
of worſhipping and ſerving him in Spirit and 
in Truth, 


. Theſe Things being received and believed in, 
they held it their Duty openly and boldly to 
declare and publiſh them through theſe Nations, 
and other Countries, ſetting forth the Neceſſity 
of being led by the Spirit of Gop, whoſe Opera- 
tions were to convict of Sin; lead to Repent- 
ance ; enable to amend; redeem from Evil; 
and inwardly ſanctify the Souls of Men; and 
that in Obedience to theſe Convitions : And as 
they followed the Leadings of that Spirit, or 
divine Principle of Light and Grace in the 
Heart, they became intitled to the Benefit of 
the Death and Sufferings, Interceſſion and Medi- 
ation of CuRIST with his FATHER, and to 
fenow their 85 ins blotted out. 


Thus 


Bf 


Thus were the general and ancient Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity openly revived, in Oppoſition to 
that unſafe Doctrine, of Men's being wholly 
ſaved by relying on the Merits of CuRIisr, ex- 


cluſive of the Work of the Spirit in the Heart, 
in order to lead them to true Repentance, and 
the bleſſed Fruits thereof. And as this new 


Doctrine (as it was then eſteemed, though as' 
old as the Apoſtles Time) tended to turn the 


Minds of People inward, both for Light and 


Knowledge of their own Conditions, and for 


Ability 'to obey and ſerve Gop, as well as 
for all neceſſary Qualifications relating to his 


Worſhip, as Preaching, Praying and Praifing 


him, it very much alarmed the Teachers and 


Preachers of thoſe Times, who taught for Garn, 


and were ſupported by Tythes, Perquiſites, Sub- 
ſcriptions and Gifts, as ſtriking at the very 


Foundation of their Eſtabliſhment and Employ, 


and tending to lead the People from a Depend- 
ance upon them, to a Dependance upon the 
LorD, and the Guidance of his divine Spirit. 


They aſſerted alſo, That all true Goſpel Mini- 


ſtry aroſe only from the Opening and Influence of 


that Spirit; which Miniſtry, as it came freely 


from Gop, was always to be freely given to the Mat. x. 8. 
People; and this they not only publiſhed boldly, ; pet. v. 2. 


but by their Practice confirmed the fame ; 
which ſoon became the Subject of much Con- 
verſation, and occaſioned their Doctrine and 
Lives to be narrowly ſearched into: And as the 


peculiar Excellency of Truth is always to bear 
| the 
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6 1: 
the Light, and the more it is examined, to be 
the more admired, fo the Verity of their Doc- 
trine appeared the more conſpicuous when 
throughly inſpected ; the Conſequence of which 
was, The great Increaſe of the Profeſſors thereof, 
whoſe ſolid and ſteady Conduct diſcover'd the 
Reality of their Religion : To prevent the In- 
creaſe of which, a violent and ſevere Perſecution 
aroſe from the then Powers of the Earth, which 
was. permitted for the Trial of the Conſtancy 
and Patience of thoſe our worthy Predeceſſors; 
which terrible Storm was ſuffered by the 
ALMIGHTY to continue, with ſome ſmall Inter- 
miſſion, for about 36 Years ; under all which 
I need not mention the great Sufferings they 
underwent, nor their Chriſtian Fortitude under 
them. But we may obſerve, that on the Death 
of King Charles the ſecond, they were reliev'd 
from Impriſonment, (with what View, is not 
my preſent Buſineſs to obſerve) but in the happy 
Reign of King William the third, a general 
Toleration was granted by Act of Parliament. 
Then was the Time that one might reaſonably 
have thought, Religion and Virtue would have 
flouriſh'd in a general Way amongſt all the 
Profeflors thereof ; but, alas ! enjoying outward 
Eaſe and Liberty under a mild and gentle 
Government, Indulgence begat Indifferency to 
Religion, and Neglect of Duty to that Gop 
who made them ; and the Religion of too many 
ſeem'd to terminate in à Form of Godlineſs 
without the Power, and in Shew without. Sub- 
ſtance. 

I cannot, 


1 


J cannot, without Injuſtice, omit obſerving 


in this Place, that the Remainder of that Gene- 
ration of our faithful Brethren, who ſurvived 
theſe Perſecutions, generally held their Integrity 
to their Lives end, and dy'd in Peace with the 
Log, as appears from many of their dying 
Teſtimonies. 


And TI think this a proper Place to obſerve 
to my Reader, that amongſt all Reformers 
fiace the general Apoſtacy, none came ſo clear 
out of it, nor carried the Reformation ſo high, 
as they did; For, | 


1/7, In Religion, they laid aſide all Ceremo- 
nies and human Contrivances, and perform'd 
their Worſhip in the Ability receiv'd from Gop, 
by the immediate Help of his bleſſed Spirit. 


2dly. They teſtified againſt all Hire, Wages 
and Contributions for Preaching, as Antichriſtian. 


34ly. They turn'd their Backs upon, and deny'd 
themſelves of all Games, Plays, Dances, Muſick, 
and every vain Cuſtom of the World, as wholly 
oppoſite to the Tendency of true Religion. 


4thly, They were ſo much afraid of the 
corrupt Spirit of the World, and the Fellowſhip 
thereof, that they convers'd with ſuch with the 
utmoſt Caution; eſteeming it dangerous to have 
Fellowſhip or Intimacy with thoſe who had not 
Fellowſhip with Gop. 


5thly, 


1 

Ftbiy. They were ſo ſenſible of the danpe- 
raus and entangling Nature of · the many corru pt 
Ways, Cuſtoms and Faſhions of this World, in 
Speech, Geſture and Behaviour, that they refu- 
ſed Conformity to all theſe Things; and finding 
it their Duty ſo to be, choſe to be a People dwell- 
ing alone, and contented themſelves with plain 
and decent Apparel and Furniture, being led 
into the Uſe of ſcriptural and proper Diſtinctions 
of Singular and Plural Numbers ; as likewiſe 
to refuſe to call the Months and Days of the 
Week by Heatben Names; and theſe Things 
they were ſo ſenſible of their Duty in, that the 
hotteſt Perſecution was not ſufficient to cauſe 
them to depart from them. 


As theſe were their Priviciples they held it of 
abſolute Neceſſity to keep cloſe to them, as an 
Hedge of Defence to their Society, and as a 
ſtrong Barrier to keep their Vouth from the 
hurtful Conſequence of Intimacy with ſuch as 
were unacquainted with that divine Influence of 
the Spirit of Truth, which they were led by; 


from hence aroſe a ſtrict Diſcipline and Care 


among the Elders, both Male and Female, and 
a careful Watch over the Youth; and one ano- 
ther for Good, to prevent not only the evil 
Effects of corrupt Converſation, but alſo of 
reading vain and pernicious Authors; and whilſt / 
this Care continued, happy ' were the Conſe- 
quences of it, as it is yet experienced in many 
Places where it is maintained; but alas! where 


it is 9 and the Youth ſuffered to aſſociate 


with 


191 
wh ſuch who ate corrupt in Principle or Prac- 
tice, they too often become united ich them i into 
the ſame worldly Spirit, and ſo neglect to learn 
of that inward Monitor which they have often 
been directed unto, and ſo bid — 
Principles of their Education Defiance, and fall 
into the Fopperies, Luxury, Extravagance, and 
Vices of the Age. What Part of the Miſcarriage 
and Ruin of ſuch may be charged to the Account 
of their Parents and Guardians, and what Part 
of it to the Account of the Neglect of proper 
Diſcipline in the Elders of the Church, I ſhall 
not pretend to determine ; but earneſtly beſeech 
all, in either Stations, to be faithful i in the Diſcharge 
of that Truſt which Gop hath. zepoſed in them, 
as they muſt expect to anſwer it in the Day of 
Account. We are certainly deſigned by him t 
be ſerviceable and helpful, — ſtrengthen the 
Hands of one another in every, good Work; for 
he that admoniſhes in Love the Children of his 
Friend, to their Advantage and his on Com: 
fort, may another Day receive the ſame Benefit 
from him again; and Advice from another 
Hand is often better taken than n our π. 


N 1 have been the-more particular in my Obſer- 
vations on the Declenſion of too many amongſt 
us, that the preſent Generation may thereby be 
induced to compare their Conduct and Practice 
with the Example of their worthy Predeceflors, 
and to ſee if they are coming up in that Sound- 
neſs. of Doctrine, and Purity of Life and Con- 
verſation, to which, through divine Afiſtance, 
many 


1 
many of their Fathers arrived or whether by 
going on in Oppoſition to their Godly Examples, 
they are not-etideavouring to render ineſfectual 
Meir Sufferings; and trampling under Foot} as 
Deluſions, many of thoſe religious Teſtimonies 
they were called by the Hol. v Sp1k1T to bear to 
the Worlc. 21 J om! 


Very great has been my Lamentation over 
ſueh, and my Sorrow fot them, and therefote 
in true Goſpel Love am I thus engaged to expoſ- 
tulate with them, and to offer to their Notice 
the followitng Conſideration: That where there 
is not an Harmony in religious. Principles and 
Practice, there can be no 1olid Happineſs; for 
where one jars with the other, there muſt be 
great Anxiety and Perplexity of Mind, attended 
with a Defire'6bf amending the latter, ot relin- 
quiſhing the fortner; and the firſt cannot be 
done without applying to Gop for Help, and 
being enabled to take up a daily Croſs, which 
will bring a Mortification on the natural Will; 
which too many ate afraid to comply with, 
becauſe the Way is ſtraight to Fleſh and Blood; 
and the other we ſee is ſeldom done, without diſ- 
believing the whole Chriſtian 8Syſtem of Religion; 
the chief Reaſon of which is, That it too 
much limits the Pride and Haughtineſs of the 
Creature, and propoſes an humble and Self. 
denying Life in order to Salvation. IL, 


With Sorrow therefore I have beheld many, 
halting between theſe two Difficulties, and in 
| this 
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this wietched Condition are too many of the 
preſent Generation; but ſome at laſt, when 
ſorely pinched, and a Pretenee to Religion could 
no longer accompany their vain and unguarded 
Conduct, have rather choſe to pretend a Diſbetief 
of the Obligation of religious Duties the Chil- 
dren of Men he under, 5 


To thoſe then who believe they ought, but 
are afraid to ſubmit to the Will of Gop, I te- 
commend the Uprightneſs, Integrity, and ready 
Obedience of our worthy Anciefits, even in 
Times of Perſecution. and Probation, and the 
abundant Peace and Joy that fill'd their Hearts, 
with the great Bleſiings of this Life that attended 
it. And thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to fall 
into the Pit of Infidelity, and ate labouring to 
run through the Courſe of this Life without 
Controul, I beg to conſider the Impoſſibility of 
their Attempt ; for as they are conſttained to 
confeſs the Exiſtence of an infinite and omtii> 
{cient Being, the Maker and Preſerver of the 
World, whoſe Wiſdom is ſeen in all his Works, 
from the Sun in the Firmament to the ſmalleſt 
Inſect, they cannot therefore expect to eſc 
his Notice, or live by his Care and Providence, 
without being under an Obligation of Duty a 
Gratitude to him; and can we ſuppoſe; that he 
who has given Laws to the celeſtial Bodies, &c. 
and even a Law to every living Creature, and 
taught them how to preſerve Life, &c. ſhoulil 
create Man, a rational and ſpiritual Being, with- 
out fayouring him with ſome inward and divine 


Law 


3 
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Law ſuitable to his Being, above that called the 
Law of Nature, which is given for natural and 
outward Purpoſes, and cannot alone lead Men 
to that ſpiritual Enjoymentewhich, as rational 
and religious Creatures, he has made them capa- 
ble of: And for the Reality of ſuch an inward 
and divine Law, I appeal to the greateſt Liber- 
tine in Principle; whether, notwithſtanding all 
his Infidelity, and pretended Liberty of being 
wholly left to pleaſe himſelf, and exempt from 
Obligation or Duty, he does not often find ſuch 
ſecret Strokes of Conviction in his own Breaſt, 
and ſuch Diſcoveries of Right and Wrong, that 
he cannot by all his Strength and falſe Reaſoning 
wholly ſuppreſs? 


If this be granted, it muſt be own'd'to be 
the Diſcovery of a Law; and then the Obliga- 
tion of that Law, upon an inferior towards a 
ſuperior Being, will ſoon appear: But I ſhall not 
dwell upon this, -but haſten to obſerve the fatal 
Conſequence of departing from the living Gop 
in our Hearts; for how much ſoever too many 
of the Vouth, and ſome of riper Years amongſt 
us, have taken undue Liberties, and pretended 
to ſupport them -by falſe Reaſoning, the Event 
hath diſcovered their Miſtake; for by forſaking 
the Lord, and rejecting his Counſel in them- 
ſelves, a Blaſt bath frequently fallen upon their 
Subſtance, and their Off-ſpring hath been too 
much ſwallowed up in the Gaiety, Folly, Ex- 
travagance and Wickedneſs of the Age. 


My 


6-20 3 


My dear Friends I beſeech you therefore, 
by the Mercies of Gop, that you forfake not his 

aw in your own Hearts, nor fly to the mean 
Subterfages of falſe Reaſon, or to the weak and 
feeble Shelter of Infidelity, where the judg- 
ments of Gop, and the Horror of Guilt; will 
certainly overtake you, when you may call to 
the Hills of earthly Knowledge, and to the 
Mountains of carnal Wiſdom, to cover you from 
the fierce Anger of that % and terrible Gon 
whom you have refuſed the Knowledge of.” | 


What ſhall I ay to the young Generation 
amongſt us, to prevail upon them to ſeek the 
Lox, and to turn their Minds from the empty 
Vanities and Follies of this Life 1 How ſhall I 
find Words ſuitable to entreat. the Elders and 
Heads of Families, to ſet ſuch Footſteps before 
- them, as they may be lively Examples to them 
that we may all come up together in Obedience 
to the Will of Gop made known to us, that 
Sion may ever be the Glory of Nations, and 
ſpiritual FJeruſalem the Praiſe of the whole' Earth ; 
leſt by our refuſing the many ind and gracious 
Vifitations of the Lok to us as a People, his 
Wrath break forth as a Flame. 


The great “ Deliverance which we have par- 
taken of, in common with other Inhabitants of 
this N ation, calls for the greateſt Thankfulneſs, 
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and for ſuĩtable Returns of Humility" and Fear 
before him; and that we turn from all Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, vain Glory, and every evil Way a 
that our Tranquility may be lengthened out, 
and that he may ſpate us in Mercy, and preſerve 
us as a'People to bear his Name to his Praiſe. 


And i in order that it may be ſo, it is neceſſary 
that we ſhould not only timely and fully con- 
ſider, how much too many are declined in their 
Love to Gon, and Zeal for his Truth, as re- 
veal'd and made known to our worthy Anceſtors, 
(as before obſery'd) but alſo enquire into the 
Cauſe of it (that it may be removed and the 
Effect ceaſe) and then it will fulty appear to 
ariſe from [ſome one or more of thefe four 
Particulars, vir. 


nf. Prom Fe as have mos the Loxp, and 
been favoared with a clear View of their Duty 
to him, and where and how they ought to wait 
to receive Help and Ability from him; neglect- 
ing that Duty, and that humble Waiting far 
Aſſiſtance, and ſo become lukewarm to Religion, 
and negligent of à true godly Care over their 
Children and Servants for their Good; but ſuf- 
fering their Minds and Aﬀections to be capti- 
vated with the Cares and Concerns of this Life, 


aiming to acquire R:iches and great Fortunes fot 


their Children, and thereby looſing the true 
Senſe of their own Conditions, become remiſs 
in religious Duties; and while they aim to diſ- 
cover their Fondneſs to their Children (in that 


Reſpect) 


_— 
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Neſpect) negleR the greateſt Degree of Affection 
to them, by not endeavouring to bring them up 


in the Fear of God in the firſt Place, and then 
in the ſame Pear to labour to aſe all reaſonable 
Induſtry, in ſuch a manner as the Bleſſing of 
the Lok may attend it, and make their Enjoy- 
ments ſeeviceable, and lanQtified to them. 


nh or from 4 Dagens in [the Youth las 
they arrive to Maturity) of thoſe frequent Re- 
proofs that they find in their own Minds for 
Evil, and of the many gracious and merciful 
Touches of the Love of Gop in their Hearts, in 
order to bring them to the Knowledge of dim⸗ 
felf, and lead them into Obedience to his Will; 
but rather chooſe. to follow the Pleaſures of 
Senſe, and evil Examples of their Companions; 
and ſo become negligent of publick Worſhip, 
and Deſpiſers of Things ſerious and religions; 
ſuppoſing themſelves intitled to ſome Allowance 
for theſe Liberties, on account of the Riches 
their earthly-minded Parents are heaping up for 
them, and ſome what excuſed for their Indiffes 
rence to Religion by their Example:” | 
34h. Or from a Neglect in bids as are re- 
ligious and concerned in the Affaits of Diſcipline, 
of keeping enough under the Influence of that 
Spirit that firſt led our Elders into it, and ſo 
become formal in the Management of Church- 
Affairs, and loſe that divine Authority, in 
which the Negligent and Remiſs ſhould be ad- 
moniſhed ; but acting too much as Men by their 
B 2 0Wn 
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own Wiſdom. and Parts, which never gives true 
| Diſcerning of the State of others, nor a true 
| | Concern for the Churches Good, nor can afford 


ſuitable Aſſiſtance to ſuch as are weak and 
want Helps. --- 7 | 


| '4thly. Or from our becoming 700 formal and 
| indiſferent in our publick Worſhip, and depart- 
| | ing from the known Principle of our primitive 
| | Friends, vig. That every Member of the Church 
„ ought to retire to the divine Gift in bimſelf, and 
labour to know & right Exerciſe of Mind therem, 
and ſo witneſs the Love of Go ſhed abroad in his 
Heart, as his daily Strength and Support, and only 
I true Qualification to a right worſhipping of GOD; 
the Want of which Concern, and looking too 
much outward, and having their Hope of Benefit 
from the Miniſtry, and being too anxious and 
ſolicitous about it, has produced this Evil, and 
likewiſe hurt ſuch weak Miniſters as are tempt- 
ed to anſwer their Expectations, without wait- 
ing for the true Anointing from the Loxn, and 
their Offering to be kindled with heavenly 
Lev. vi. Fire; of which, the Fire that was ever 
* burning upon the Altar, was a lively Type. 
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Having obſerved thus much, I ſhall readily 
confeſs, That I firmly believe that there are yet 
left in the Church, under, our Name, many 
Thouſands who have held faſt their Integrity, 
and are. very ſorrowful on Account of the falling 
away, and Degeneracy of ſo great a Number 
amongſt us; and who, like Nebemiab, are dif- 
wh - conſulate 
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conſolate and afflicted in the Miaſt ef aui 
PFullneſs, on Account f the Deſblatiam of Jeruſa- 
lem; and, like 7#/va, are Fallen upon their 
Faces in Aloniſbmenr, becauſe Iſrael are flying 
before their Enemies; and too many of the pre- 
ſent Generation are led out of the Way of Peace 
and Happineſs, both here and hereafter, by the 
old Deceiver of Men, and his Allurements, 
Pride,  Covetouſneſs, Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, In- 
Fidelity, and innumerable other Evzls. ny 


Let ſuch diſtreſſed Souls conſider, That Ne. 
hemiah was not to remain fad and weeping in 
Shuſhan, but to go and repair Jeruſalem; and 

oſþua was not to continue. Hing on his Face, 
but to ariſe and ſearch the Camp; and when 
Nebemiab was willing to undertake this, he was 
ſoon furniſhed with Authority, and Materials; 
and when Jeſbua readily obeyed the Loxp, he 
directed the Lot, and helped him to find Achan, 
and bring him to Judgment. 


I doubt not but my Deſign of giving theſe 
Hints, may be eaſily underſtood by every 
thoughtful and religious Mind; but leſt it 
ſhould not to all my ths I ſhall therefore 


ſay, 


That the Reſtoration or maintainin ing of Dif 
cipline in due Order, and in a right Spirit, 
would be the likelieſt outward Means of reco- 
vering our feeble and backſliding Members, and 
GEES the Weak ;. and that the Decay 
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or Omiſſion of it certainly tends to leſſen. if 
not in Time totally to 1% ſelue the Society, if te 
Lon n interpoſe not by a freſh NN iſitation, and 
bring in others to our A ſſiſtance. Wet us thark- 
— in whatſoever Reſpect we may be, or err 
eſtecmed to be, Membets of the Church, ex- 
amine cloſely and ſee, what Part of this Declen- 
fion we find in ourſelves, arid 'that-we-negle&t 
not our own. Duty towards Gop, but: ſeek him 
as much, and as often at poſſible, and laue him 
above all. And if we are Parents, let us ſee that 
we are not careleſs: about the godly and pious 
Fi Inſtruction of our Children, in awful and reve- 
U rend Apptehenſions of Gop, and a deep Senſe 
| of his Love and Regard'to them, as Part of his 
I Creation: If concerned in Miniſtry and Diſci- 
pline, That we wait earneſtly upon the Lozn, 
[ in the moſt humble Manner, for Ability and 
Wiſdom, that we may not act in our own 
Strength, and bring a Reproach and Diſhonour 
upon our holy Profeſſion. 172d by 


. 
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May the Sincere in Heart, both Male hnd 
Female, who are thus ſenſible of the Want of 
this fervent Concern, and Defire of Mind for 
Preſervation, be engaged to travail in Soul hefute 
the Logp, with ſtrong Cries and Supplicatjons 
that he may ariſe, and touch the Hearts of all 
ſuch who are at Eaſe in Sion, that they may 
ariſe and ſtrengthen the Hands that are feeble, 
and remove the Burden of their Ttanſgreſſion, 
from their oppreſſed and tribulated: Friends, 
before the LoRD withdraw his Aſſiſtance from 
| them, 


| 
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them, and determine them, as filthy, to remain _ xxil. 
filthy. till; and may ſuch who ate thus in the 


Gainſaying, and in the erring and ſtraying from 
Gop, like loſt Sheep, be prevailed upon to turn . 


to him, and call upon him whilſt His near, and Chror, 
ſeek bim while be is te be found; for he has and. 
given to them, as he did to the old World, of 
his good Spirit to inſtruct them, but they rebelled 


againſt, it, until he declared, it ſhould nas akways Gen. vi.z. 


ſtrive N Man. We are now under a mare 
glorious Diſpenſation, and favoured with; clearer 
Diſcoveries of Light and Kpowledge, of Good 
and Evil; ſo that although, in Times of Igno- 


rance, tis ſaid, Gop winked, | yet now all Men Acts xvii. 


are required to live up in ſtrict Obedience to tie 
Law written in \tbeir Hearts; we may know 
what agrees with Religion, what thwarts the 
Intent of it; we know the World is in Wick- 
edneſs, and that its Ways are corrupt, and the 
cyil Faſhions, , Cuſtoms and Manners thereof, 
are no ways pleafing to a juſt and righteous 
Being, who has in every Age been grieved 
with the Wickedneſs and Abominations of the 
People, which at laſt, though {ow to Anger and * 
of great Kindneſs to. Men, provoked his ſore © 
Diſpleaſure to break forth upon them in Wars, 
Plagues, Famines, Sc, that the dreadful Lan- 
guage of theſe Things might call to Repentanee 
and Amendment of Life: Oh, that we, wha 
are & People highly favoured of the Loep, and 
who haye been much viſited, admoniſhed and 
üriven with for many Years, both -mediately 
and immediately, may ſcel the Lord in earneſt, 
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apply to him with our whole Hearts, and take 
the Advice formerly given to the Church of 


wow. ili. Sarars, viz. Be watchful, and firengthen the 


Things which remain, that are ready to die, leſt 
the Ager of the Lonp be kindled againſt us 
with Indignation, and he withdraw the kind 
Viſitations of his HoLy SpIRIT from us. 


I ſhall therefore recommend to the Gay and 
Unſtable amongſt us (who are endeavouring to 
ſatisfy themſelves with the Pleaſures and Diver- 
ſions of this Life) the following Conſiderations, 


That as Life, Health, and temporal Enjoy- 
ments, are very uncertain, it becomes every 
rational Creature to have this Uncertainty ever 
in Remembrance, and to live in ſuch a Manner; 
that if theſe Enjoyments ſhould fail, or Death 
ſuddenly approach, he might be in ſuch a Con- 
dition and Temper of Mind, as may lead to 
ſuch Reſignation as becomes a dependent Be- 
ing ; for, 


We generally obſerve, that Mankind, of every 
Station of Life, who have lived in Forgetfulneſs 
of Go in the Prime of their Days, in the Pur- 
ſuit of theſe vain Delights, and in a Courſe of 
Wickedneſs, till Pains and Infirmity of Body 


overtake them, and Diſtreſs and Anguiſh of 
Mind fill them with Horror and Condemnation, 
ſeldom in this unhappy Situation ſend for their 
old Companions in Folly and Wickedneſs, to 
divert them by repeating the ſame Evils, in order 
to 
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to relieve their Diſtreſs; nor for curious Reaſoners 
againſt reveal'd Religion, and the Obligation of 
Duty that Men are under to ALmiGnuTy Gon, 
in order to remove that Load of Guilt which 
they are ſenſible of; no, theſe Things are then 
burthenſom to them, and though they lived in 
a State of Diſbelief, and never ſought the Loxd 
in earneſt before, yet now they find their only 
Hope of Mercy and Relief is from him; nei- 
ther doth the Remembrance of their paſt Con- 
duct, in the Purſuit of theſe vain Delights, 
afford them any Meaſure, but evidently appears 
to be the Cauſe of their Affliction and Di | 


As this therefore is a moſt certain Obſerva- 
tion, on ſuch as are favoured with ſuch lingring 
Diſcaſes before their Departure, by which they 
have Opportunity for ſuch Reviews and Re- 
flections, (and the Caſe of ſuch who die ſud- 
denly is more deplorable) how ought all, both 
Young and Old; to conſider their Ways in time; 
and ſeek after the Knowledge of Gop, and 
become obedient to every Degree of Light and 
Knowledge given them, that they may enjoy 
Peace and Conſolation of Mind, from an Ev 
dence in themſelves of their ſinoere Faithfulneſs 
to God, before Infirmity of Body, or the Ap- 
proach of Death, overtake them, that when it 


does, they may have a Refuge to fly to, with 


Comfort-and inexpteſſible Conſolation. 


It cannot be ſuppoſed any ways conſiſtent wich 


the Wiſdom and Goodnels of an infinite Being, 
to 
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to give Mankind Exiſtence here on Earth, for 
no other End but to pleaſe themſelves in the 
Enjoyment of temporal Bleſſings, or in the 
Ahuſe thereof; or that they ſhoyld continue 
perpetrating all manner of Wickedneſs, in Op- 
pofition to the Knowledge given them in their 
ewn Minds, and in abſolute Contradiction to 
the Purity and Holineſs of bis own divine 
Nature for, | 5 voin | 


It appears to me very evident from innu- 
merable Inſtances, that Mankind are or will be 
withqut Excuſe, and that the, great and awful 
CREATOR and PRESERVER of Man, does clearly 
make known to every rational Man and Waman, 
ſuch. a Manifeſtation of his Mind and Will, 
and ſuch a Diſc6very of Good and Evil, that 
they cannot but acknowledge the ſame, when 
they candidly and calmly conſider it; which I 
doubt not but, will be readily granted ; Why 
then-ſhould any of the Children of Men, and 
eſpecially any under our Name, who have been 
educated in a Belief of the Neceſſity of regarding 
ſuch Diſcoveries, - (or at leaſt been often recom+ 
mended to it) become ſo much Enemies to their 
own Happineſs, both here and hereafter, as to 
neglect a due Obſervance thereof, and Obedience 
thereto ; which the great Afflictions and Anguiſh 
that many have thereby brought upon themſelves, 
ſufficiently diſcovers the Truth of; of which J 
could give divers moving Inſtances, but at pre- 


ſent proceed to ſay, that 


Alz 
Having 
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Having already obſerved on the one hand, 
grievoully a great, Part of gur Vouth, and 
tog many of riper;Years, are continually deluded 
and led aſide into almoſt every. Degree of undue 
Liberty, both in Principle and Practice, to their 
very great Hurt and Loſs in reſpect to. Soul, 
Body, and Circumſtanges ; and having confi- 
ted that the. Enemy of our Happineſs, Satan, 
Spirit of Error and Deluſion; is ever aiming 
to deceive. Mankind, by leading them out of 
the Way of Truth and Righteouſneſs, which is 
a. ſttict Conformity; to the Will of Gon, ar 
endeavguring ta keep. from it,, by turning een 
into the Purſuit, of their own. Wills; ſo I have 
on the other hand beheld, which in much good 
Mill I am concerned to mention, that we 
all carefully watch againſt, and avoid it; for ] 
have beheid with much Concern, ſome of the 
Religious and Well- inclined ſometimes ſo much 
deceived, .,that they have not ſeen the Work af 
Satan in themſelves, (though it has been very 
| evident. to others ;) becaule he hath; ſo cunningly 
anterwgven his Temptations with their Jucling- 
tions, and ſo glaſs d over his Deluſions, and 
ſtampt them with the Name of Religion, that 
their Imaginations have been ſo. wrought u 
and deceived, 1 5. faiſe a Belief of its — 
divine q by which they havę been precipitately 
and injudicioully hurried into religious Perform- 
ances, and into ſevere and uncharitable Cenſures, 
to woch as comply not with. their Wills and 
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Wberein they act as much the Part of natural 
Creatures, ks the Looſe and Prophane do in their 
Vanity and Folly; both which are from the 
Deluſion of the evil One, and ought” to be 
ſhunned wich the greateſt Care, as dangerous 
to themſelves; and pernicious to the 'Cauſe of 
Go, and Promotion of true Religion; for the 
i. Wrath of Man *wor keth not the Rrghteniſneſs of 
Gov {nor the Will-of Marr neither 3) and tho 
the Conduct of the Proud and Extravagant out- 
wardly, be an Hurt to the Cauſe of Religion! 
by reaſon of the Profeſſiom ſuch make, or pretend 
to make; yet I cannot but think the/oppoſite 
Extream, of the pirituilly Proud and Preſamp- 
tous," to 1 upon others in that Ref 
more — bf much worſe Coe 
than the other; for that i always look'd upon, 
by the Jadicious, as the Want of Religion, 
and not the Effect of it; but when hi this 
hand any are hutried on by a fiety Zeal, in 
the Strength of their own Imaginations, into 
Harſh and imprudent Expreſſions or Actions, 
ſtamping them with the Name of Religion, and 
pretending a divine Impulſe in it; that wounds 
the Cauſe of Religion, and diſcourages the true 
Seekers after Gop, and raiſes ſuch Mountains of 
Difficulty in their way, that often lefſens their 
Deſires, and cauſes them to fear there is no ſuch 
thing as attaining that Knowledge. * 


For the Inſprmation therefore of all feb, as 
may be liable to a Deception on this band, I 


commit the following Obſervations, as the 
Effet 
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Effect of that Experience I have been favour'd 
with in the Courſe-of my religious Progreſs, by, 
the Help of that divine Power, that I have often 
found near to open my Underſtanding, and pre- 
ſerve. me from the Miſchief that Satan would 
have led me into, to my great Hurt, and to the 
Sorrow of the upright in Heart. 


1/, That Gop is Light,” and every Appear- 
ance of his Hol SPIRIT in our Hearts, is with 
Clearneſs of Diſcovery, and we are not ſafe in 
venturing on any religious Duty, without a clear 
and- diſtinct View of it. 


2dly. Gop is Life, and the Manifeſtations of 
himſelf to Men (when redeem'd from Evil) are 
attended with Life, and ſuch a Degree of Sweet- 
neis and Comfort, as diſpels that Death that 
overſpreads the Minds and Underſtandings of 


Gnful. and degenerate Men and Women; but * _ 


CHR1sT came that we might have Life, and tha that 10. 
ve might have it more abundantly, (and for that 
End now appears in Spirit in our Hearts) we 
ought to wait to know thereby Sin to be removed, 
which is the Cauſe of Death, and not to dare 
to commit it any longer, neither to do any thing 
as a religious Service, but in the Opening af that 
Spirit that brings Life into Dominion in our 
Hcarts; and what is done in that by us (others 
under the ſame Influence) cannot but have Unity 
and Fellowſhip with; and this will tend to the 
Edification of the Living. 


3dly. 
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Zul). Gos is alſo Love, and every A ries 
of his Spirit in his Children is in Love, Its Re- 
proofs are the Reproofs of à Friend, Its Con- 
victions appear for our Good, — Its Inſtructions 
manifeſtly terid to our Advantage. and we are 
fenſible of it beyond all Conttadiction; and 
— „when we act as Ambaſſadors for ChRISsT, and 

appear in bis Stead, as the Apoſtles did, we 
muſt do it in the ſame Love; if any Good be 
done, it muſt be done in Love; we may — 
irritate and not inform, and ſtrengthen People 
in theit Reſolution not to be reformed, becauſe 
they ſee, thoagh our Words be right, * are 
delivered i in a wrong _ 


4thly. Whatſoever Pretence of buy! to Gon 
atiſes from the Deluſion of Satan, is very often 
ge with Dread and Surprize, and ſudden 
Apptehenſions of ſorfeiting entirely the Favour 

of Gop here and hereafter, unleſs immediately 
.. comply'd with; nor are the unhappy Subjects 
thereof ſuffer'd to confider, that he Loxd 7s 
'* Long-ſuffering and of great Mercy to his Crea- 
* tures, flow to Anger and of great Kindneſs, and 
ii, that he doth not affiie# wilhngly, nor grieve the 
Children © of Men; dut gradually enlightens; 
reproves, invites, informs, and offers He elp to 


Mankind in Love, in order: to draw Men into 
Obedience to him, and all in the greateſt Love 
and Regard poſſible; but when Satan, that dark 
and-gloomy Spirit, appears, he brings with him, 
or there ſoon follows to the attehtive Soul, ſuch 
Death, Darkneſs and Horror, as is ſutficient to 

diſcover 
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diſcover him to be an Enemy, who. nyt 7 John x. 


—_ kill and deftroy. : 01 _ 


| 1 could enlarge much on this Subject r 
labour to be as brief as poſſible, hoping theſe 
Obſervations may afford ſome Benefit to ſome 
deluded Souls; and if ſo, my End will be fully: 


wer a. 


I am not inſenſible of the 8 of 
writing on theſe Subjects, at a time when too 
many are ſuppoting themſelves too wiſe and 
knowing, to be advis'd in a ferious and re 
Manner ; yet in true Love am willing to diſcharge 
myſelf, and leave the Event. 


I have alfo too — ſeen, chat there is another 
growing Evil, too frequent amongſt us, and 
that is, An unguarded and unlimited Freedom in 
Converſation (though perhaps free from the Uſe 
of ſuch Imprecations, Oaths and vain Wiſhes as 
abound in this degenerate Age) by making. Reli- 
gion and religious Perſons the Subject of their 
Conver ſation and Banter, to ſhew their Skill and 
Underſtanding, as they think; which ought 
never to be done, but more eſpecially not before 
Children and Servants, becauſc it often tends to 
harden their Minds againſt the Impreſſions of 
Religion and Virtue, and thereby forecloſe the 
Benefit of publick Miniſtry, from all ſuch as 
may be concern'd therein amongſt them, or 
eraſe the Impreſſions of all thoſe ſeaſonable 
Advices that ſuch have publickly given them; 

when 
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when perhaps the Amount of all their Obſerva- 


Sincerity of ſuch; but have generally aroſe from 
a curious Deſire of finding Fault, and diſcover- 
ing the Mote in their Brother's Eye, while they 
themſelves at the ſame time are committin 
greater Errors by their imprudent Converſation, 
Mat. vii. and yet conſider not the Beam in their own. $0 
4+ does the God of this World blind the Eyes o 
many, and thereby ſupport his own Power and 
Kingdom in the Hearts of carnal Profeffors, and 
Luke xxi- leads them from that daily Watch that they ſhould 
36. ever be found in, in order to be preſerved from 
Evil, and ſo become Heirs of the Kingdom, 


5 | | 
For as our Safety is in being kept under the 
Government of the divine Spirit and Power of 
Gop in our own Hearts, ſo our Loſs and great 
Hurt is in departing from it, and becoming eaſy 
without its continual Help and Support. 


I ſhould far exceed my firſt Intention, and tire 
my Reader's Patience, to ſet forth at large the 
Unreaſonableneſs, as well as the Evil of Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, Extravagancy in Dreſs, and pur- 
ſuing the vain Pleaſures of Life, and to give 
* Advice ſuitable thereto ; but as theſe are the 
Fruits of the evil Tree, the Thing that I aim at 
is to convince all (our Youth eſpecially) that 

there 


— 


* See a Pampblet calPd Britain's Remembrancer, 


printed for G. FREER at the Bible in Bell yard near 
Temiple Bar, Price 64. 


tions hath not been able to touch the Morals or 
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there is x divine Power near, offering its Aſſiſt- 
ance to every one, in order to make the Tree 


good, that its Fruit may be good alſo; then all Mat. zu. 
theſe Evils would ceaſe from among us, and the 3? 


Cauſe of our Complaints be removed; but our 
not believing in it as the Spirit off Gap, and 
Light: of CuxisT,; is the Cauſe of our Con- 


demnation. 


And though through the Strength of that Love 
and Regard which I bear to the young and 
riſing Generation amongſt us, I have been led 
in this Treatiſe to ay more than J intended, I 
cannot well omit adding, That the Belief of a 
Gop, and that we are accountable to him for 
every Thought, Word and Action, and that we 
ſhall receive a Reward or Puniſhment in Futo+ 
rity, can never be attended with any hurtful 
Conſequence to Mankind; but on the contrary, 
as it is grounded in Truth, full of Advantages, 
bringing a proper Care and Awe over the Minds 
of Men, and often puts a ſeaſonable Check 10 
their evil Actions, which on many prudential 
Conſiderations are worthy to be regarded by 
every Mind, being fo. beneficial to Mankind, 
and tending to civilize their Manners, pre ſetve 
their, Health, increaſe their outward Subſtance, 
and prevent the Breach of national Laws, and 
teaching Men to avoid Exceſs, Luxury and 
Extravagancy, and encourage the contrary, to 
the great Benefit of them and their Poſterity, 
which will bring to that ſerene Quiet and Calm- 
neſs of Mind, that is free from thoſe dreadful 

G Fears 
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Fears and terrible Apprehenfions which accom 
pany the Commiſſion of ſuch Evils: But tho 
- theſe and many other very great Advantages ate 
öͤſten the Conſequence of true Religion, even in 
this Life, they never can'refalt from the oppoſite 
Belief or Principles, which induces many to 
diſturb their own Quiet, break their own Peace, 
injure their fellow Creatures, abuſe the Animal 
Creation, waſte their Subſtance, deſtroy their 
Health, and tuin their 'own' Families. And 
were the Being of a Gov, the Certainty of out 
Duty and Obedience to him here, together with 
the Belief of the Immortality of the Souls of 
Men, to be doubted, which we can by no Means 
admit, becauſe many Thouſands have a certain 
Evidence of it in themſelves, - not only from the 
Doctrine of holy Writ, but alſo from a Foretaſte 
of that Happineſs that is to be enjoy'd in Futu- 
rity : Tis certainly great Wiſdom for every one 
to be on the ſafe Side of the Queſtion, for if the 
Spirit was to die with the Body, Virtue is Uften 
fully rewarded -''in- this Life by the aforeſaid 
Advantages, But the Addition of that abundant 
Reward and Fulneſs of Joy that is promiſed to, 
and poſſeſſed by the Righteous with the Loxd 
ſor evermore, to thoſe who believe therein, and 
the endleſs Puniſhment of the Wicked, anddꝭ all 
that forget GOD on the other hand, are the 
Higheſt Inducements, and ſufficient to put them 
upon a Courſe of Self-denial and Obedience to 
the divine Will. But alas] too many, under our 
Name, are ſhaken and ſtaggared in their Belief 
of theſe great Truths, and are gone aſide from 
12 7 the 
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the Way of. Puri 5 Righteouſneſs, and fors 

ſaken 1 Gop of their Fathers, and forgotten 
him Days without Number, and ſo provok d 
him to forſake them, and to withdraw his 1 
Bleſſings and Regard from them, for hom m 
Soul mourns with many others in ſecret; ang 
therefore in true Love I have thus expos d myſelf | 
to their Cenſure; but whether they will hear or © © 
forbear, I ſhall have the Satisfaction of endea- 
vouring their Help and Recoyery, and be clear 
of their Blood, if I may uſe that;Phraſe with. 
out Offence to them. But before In elude, ] 
muſt ſay to the ſincere- hearted in Sion, who are 
holding faſt their Integrity to the Lon and are | 
loving him above all, Fear not; neitber be dif Jer. xxx. 
mayrd, for Gop, even your Gon, will not for- 1. 
ſake you; but as you truſt in him, and wait for 
his Appearance and Support, de will ave. you 
and preſerve you from Evil; ſo ſhall you ſing 
Praiſes to him, as Inhabitants of the Rock, even 
Cari1sT Jesvs the Rock of. Ages, and ſure F oun- 
dation of the Righteous, though be be now 
accounted by the Wiſe of this World ( whoſe » Cor _ 
Wiſdom ts Feoliſhnes with Gop) a Stone of — 4 
bling, and a Rock of Offence; yet to them who 14. 
believe in him, and ſuffer him to be their Fear 
and their Dread, he is a Sanctuary, and t beir 
chief Corner- tone; to theſe the ancient Bleſſing, 3. Pet. ii. 
that the Lord conferr'd upon Jrael of old, will 
be perpetuated, as to the true ſpiritual Iſrael of 
Gop, and may it reſt upon you, viz. The Loxp Numb. vi. 
bleſs thee. and keep thee, the Loxp make bis Face *% 25, 
ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee, the 
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Lo lift up his Countenance upon, and give thee 
Prov. x. Peace: As the Bleſſing of the Lox makes rich, 
Mae vii. 2% and it (ball be given you, ſeek" and ye fall 
; for the 135 giveth to all Men liberally, 
James . and upbraideth not; for he that hath viſited your 
Rer, ii. Souls with the Viſitation of Love, and given 
4 70u to taſte of the hidden Manna, the Bread 
23 that cometh down from above, will remember 
you with everlaſting Kindneſs : Remember the 
Wotds of our Lon D, Fear not little Flock, it 
is your FATHERS good Pleaſure to give you 

the Kingdom. | 


May the Gop of infinite Love ſo diſpoſe the 
Minds of all, into whoſe Hands this ſmall 
| Treatiſe may come, to confider the great Duty 
they owe him, and how much their being 
faithful! in the Diſcharge of it will tend to their 
preſent and futute Advantage, before that un- 
certain Space of Time, granted them here to 
make due Preparation for Eternity, be expir'd ; 
and that they may for the future be concern'd, 
in good earneſt, to deyote the Reſidue of their 
Time to glorify that great, infinite and allwiſe 

 ' Gop, who is worthy of all Praiſe, Thankſgivin 

and Glory to be aſcribed to him, in the Dept 
of Reverence, by every humble and grateful 
Scul, both now and for evermore. Amen. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE I wrote the foregoing Pages, I find 
my Mind engaged to ſpeak more particu- 
larly and cloſely, on two Branches of Advice, 
which, I think, I had before touched too lightly 
upon ; the firſt is, in relation to the Education 
Fo Children, in which I greatly fear, too 
many amongſt us are careleſs and indifferent 
a manifeſt Proof of their Declenſion and Dege- 
neracy from that Life and Purity that our antient 
Friends poſſeſt and dwelt in; it appears then to 
me, that all Parents of Children, and Heads of 
Families, are inexcuſable in the Sight of Gop, 
if they endeavour not with all becoming Zeal, 
in the Strength of Love, to inform their Chil- 
dren and Families of their Duty to Gop, as 
well as Man, and to impreſs, as deeply as poſ- 
fible on their Minds, in their tender Age, the 
great Mercy and Love of Gop in ſending his 
beloved Sow, to lay down his Life, and offer 
himſelf a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of 
Mankind, and becoming an Advocate with him 
for repenting Sinners; and alſo for giving to 
them, (as well as to others) a Meaſure of his 
divine Grace and holy Spirit, to reprove them 
for all Evil, and redeem them out of it ; and 
ſo far as the Parents, &c. have believed in and 
5 obey'd it, and received Peace of Mind therein, 
| ſo far they ought to ſet before their Children the 
we” ineſtimable 
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ineſtimable Advantages of conſtantly adhering 
to its Diſcoveries and Teachings, and to yield 
faithfully in Obedience thereto ; but where any 
Parents or Heads of Families are ſo unhappy, as 
to have little or no Experience of the Work of 
Truth upon their own Hearts, and for 'that 
Cauſe are aſhamed to reprove or reſtrain their 
Children, even in Things which they themſelves 
diſlike and avoid, left ſome Parts of their own 
ill Conduct ſhould be remember'd, whereby the 
Force of ſuch Reproof or Advice wonld be 
evaded ; in ſuch Caſes I entreat the Parents 
humbly to ſeek the Loxp, and wait for his 
'gracious Viſitation to their Souls, that thereby 
they may in due Time attain to ſuch an Expe- 
rience, and inſtruc their Children from it, as 
well as by their Example. 


There is another 'Thing alſo worthy the Care 
and Attention of Parents, in order to preſerve 
the Youth from Corruption, which commonly 
begins in their Principles and Morals, and then 
proceeds to their Manners and Conduct; and 
that is, to prevent their reading pernicious Books : 
Great Care ſhould be taken by Parents, to diſ- 
ſwade and hinder young People from reading all 
ſuch Books as tend to alienate their Minds from 
a due Reverence towards Gop, and from a juſt 
Regard to Religion and Virtue ; for it anſwers 
no great End to take Children to Meeting, to 


hear the Doctrine of Chriſtianity preached, or 
to pretend to wait upon Gop there, if when at 
Home their Minds are poiſoned, and their Un- 

(fE8{ 220010 derſtandings 


1 

derſtandings filled with Infidelity, or Unbelief, 
by ſuch Authors who endeavour to promote 
deiſtical and libertine Principles, and ſap the 
Foundation of Religion: This, I think, appears 
to be an Affair of too much Conſequence to be 
neglected, or treated with Indifference ; for I 
am fully perſuaded that many young People, 
and ſome others among(t us, have been ve 
much hurt, and others have become dead to 


Religion, by reading ſuch deluſive and per- 
nicious Books. 


There is another Sort of Books that may not 
appear ſo pernicious at firſt View, but ſeem an 
innocent Amuſement, tending to adorn the 
Mind, and gain the deſirable Character of Polite, 
which yet in their Conſequences prove very 
hurtful, by diverting many from reading the 
Holy Scriptures, and other religious Books, and 
fills up their Time, which in itſelf is precious, 
with Diſcourſes which are vain, and leave no 
Advantage to the Soul, nor Opportunity for 
inward Retirement of Mind, and daily ſeeking 
the Lord for Strength; without the frequent 
Renewings of which, we cannot (whether young 
or old) make any Steps in the Way of Righ- 
teouſneſs, nor hold on our Way in the Paths of 
Purity and Holineſs, 


$utton-Benjar, the th of 7 
the Tenth Month 17 58. | F | oh 
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